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 2019 was another year of ups and downs.   Mostly ups, but the down were frightening.   

 The year began with our annual trip to Florida.  Most of the stay was at 

Ft. DeSoto County Park, with Shella Fuhrman.  We visited the Rotharrs, Marcia 

Schlesinger, Pat Carney and Jean Matmore,  

Peggy & Dave Rickard, my fellow Penn State 

graduates, Doug & Diane Seelbach and JW 

and Kathy Yates, and even Bloomington 

friends Susie and 

Joe.  The trip home 

was too even ul.  

The RV park we 

were staying in 

Nashville, TN had a flash flood and we had to 

evacuate.  I spent the night in a bank parking log.  

Was really glad to get home from that one. 

←  In June, we enjoyed an RV rally in Paducah, KY which included a pontoon voy-

age on Lake Cumberland and a trip to the Na onal Quilt Museum.   

→  In July we went to the Land of the Lakes 

area of Canada for the Fuhrman family reun-

ion.  More pontooning, hiking, and ea ng.  

Wylie mostly enjoyed retrieving balls in the 

Land of the Lakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 In September, Patsy (best friend from college), Sally, 

Cousin Debbie and I took a 10 day train ride through the Canadian 

Rockies.  We had fantas c stops in Whistler, Jasper, Lake Louise, and 

Banff.  We walked on a glacier, saw 

plenty of wild life, stayed in luxuri-

ous hotels, and ate gourmet food. 

 



 We lost Shine this year.  He was 12 years old.  He got sick on 

our trip to Florida in February.  Turned out he had a fatal disease, 

Hemangiosarcoma.  He died, at home, in June.  It is a terrible dis-

ease.   He was so vibrant, but in an instant he was dead. 

 In less than eight months, I was down to only one dog, 

Wylie.   I felt quite scared of losing Wylie too.  A erall Wylie is a 

special needs dog with Megaesophagus.   Wylie is eight years old 

and I never thought he’d live this long. 

 

 Wylie con nued in our agility quest and earned his C-ATCH, 

which is “Canine Agility Trial Champion” in CPE agility. → 

 

 Wylie and I had a hard me being alone, but 

now, not.  ← Trek entered our life at the end of Octo-

ber.  She has given me plenty of puppy training to 

do….and has given Wylie a wonderful companion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 She took over Shine’s cave bed.  Like 

any puppy, she thinks life is wonderful.  It’s good to have her around. ↑ 

 Her registered 

name is Red Oak Totem’s 

Final Voyage.   Our intent 

is to do dog shows, field 

trials, hunt tests, and agility.  Our field work will in-

clude NAVHDA.  But, right now, she’s enjoying her 

four month life on this planet with play and wonder.  

Finding and poin ng birds are part of this wonder. → 

 

 

 

 ← As always we ended our year with the McCullough 

Christmas par es, in the Detroit area.  The picture is Aunt Grace 

with four of her six grandchildren and her five great grandchildren. 

 

 Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night. 

    …….jp 


