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According to Roger Pyes, it’s never too late to wish you a happy holiday.   Not only is my 
greeting late this year, but if you notice the class picture (below) was also taken later in the year.  
The leaves have fallen off the trees and students are standing in traces of snow.   

 This year’s class may 
be one of the smallest classes, 
but it is the mightiest.  I have 
retired from running the 
fitness program.  The focus of 
my job will now be to conduct 
research in health & disease. 
Julie Frey is now running the 
fitness program.  She is a 
welcomed addition to our 
teaching team in the capacity 
of a clinical faculty member.   

Can you guess which student is a new transplant from California? 
 

 
      

Most of my travels this year were in my new 
RV, promoting Dart, my new puppy.  We traveled 
from Iowa to North Carolina and as far north as 
Wisconsin.   We competed in AKC agility trials, in 
field trials, in hunt tests, and in dog shows; and in 
NAVHDA field events.  She qualified to run in two 
National Events of the Vizsla Club of America; the 
Walking Gun Dog Championships in April and the 
National Field Trial in November.  

     

We were on the road almost every weekend 
from March to December (>10,000 miles).  The 
field trial seasons were spring and fall.  Dog 
shows filled up our summer.  We began an agility 
class in Indianapolis in August. 



    We had not finished the beginning agility class before 
we competed in agility at Nationals in November.  She had 
not even been taught how to sit yet.  She ran the Standard 
course and the Jumpers & Weaves.  She had a great time.  I 
could barely keep up with her.  This is good for both of us. 

 

   At the National Gun Dog     
Championship in April, Dart won 
third place in the puppy stake.    
     
  At the National Dog Show in 
November, she won second place 
in the Field Trial Bitch Class.          

In the field trials she won 5 first places for 
four amateur points and one open point 
toward her field championships.  In dog 
shows, she won several First Places in Field 
Trial Bitch and several Best of Opposite Sex 
and one Best in Sweepstakes for $23 and 
four points toward her show championship.  
She also earned three of the four legs 
required for an AKC Junior Hunter title.  In 
NAVHDA, she earned a Prize I in Natural 

Ability.  Not bad for an 18 month old puppy in eight months of competition. 
How is Flick doing since he was diagnosed with Progressive 

Retinal Atrophy last August?  His prognosis was total blindness by 
March, 2003.  Not so.  He cannot see a dog biscuit on the ground, 
he cannot see the screen door, he cannot see his food bowl, but he 
can still see well enough to have a successful hunting season.  He 
also did well enough to attempt to earn a couple of legs toward is 
Master Hunter title.  He impressed the judges.  When you see him 
run the field you’d have no idea he almost blind.  He has slowed down 

quite a bit.  
He ran into 
enough things to scratch is eyes and to    
give him a couple of eye infections.  But he 
has not lost his spirit to hunt.  As long as 

  he wants to hunt, we will.      

  
HHooppee  yyoouu  aallll  hhaadd  aa  ggrreeaatt  hhoolliiddaayy..  
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